Adult Catechesis at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church, Largo, FL.
The Gospel of Mark — Week 11

PARABLE OF THE SOWER
MARK 4:1-20

Monday — Big Picture Overview (Mark 4:1-20)

Read Mark 4:1-20 in one sitting. Jesus begins teaching beside the sea, drawing such large crowds
that he steps into a boat to preach. His parable of the sower reveals both the generosity of God’s
word and the varied responses within Israel. Drawing from imagery in Isaiah, Jesus presents a coded
story about how the kingdom is arriving—quietly, unexpectedly, and not in the dramatic national
restoration many hoped for. The parable exposes the different conditions of the heart: some

resistant, some shallow, some distracted, and some ready to bear fruit.

1. What do you observe about the setting and the audience for this parable?

2. How does Jesus describe the purpose of parables in vv. 10-12?

3. What significant contrast emerges between “those inside” and “those outside”?

Theological Prompt: God’s kingdom comes through the sowing of his word—generous, patient, and
surprising—requiring faith to perceive its meaning and power.

Practical Application: Reflect on how open your heart currently is to the slow, often hidden work of
God’s kingdom in your life.

Prayer Prompt: Ask the Lord for receptive ears and a willing heart to hear and understand his word.
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Tuesday — The Story Told (Mark 4:1-9)

Jesus shares a simple farming story: a sower scatters seed, but only some lands on good soil and
yields a crop. The imagery echoes Israel’s Scriptures, where God vows to plant his people again after
exile and make them fruitful. Still, Jesus’ story challenges expectations. Instead of a big, immediate
renewal, much of the seed seems wasted. The kingdom comes with apparent weakness, requiring
ears that truly listen.

4. What stands out to you about the sower’s actions?

5. What might the original audience have expected from a story about God sowing seed?

6. Why do you think Jesus ends the parable with the command, “If you’ve got ears, then
listen!”?

Theological Prompt: Parables function like dreams or coded stories—they reveal truth to those with
faith while concealing it from those who resist.

Practical Application: Consider a time when God’s work seemed small or inefficient. How might
this parable reshape that perception?

Prayer Prompt: Pray for attentiveness to the subtle ways that God is sowing his kingdom around
you.
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Wednesday — The Mystery Revealed (Mark 4:10-12)

When Jesus is alone with his disciples, he explains that the “mystery of God’s kingdom™ has been
entrusted to them. This mystery isn’t a puzzle to be solved but a divine secret revealed through Jesus
himself. Still, those “outside” hear only a story. Like political cartoons whose meanings are clear only

to insiders, the parables both reveal and hide the truth. Jesus’ kingdom doesn’t match popular

expectations of military victory or national revolution—so he speaks in imagery that requires faith to
understand.

7. What does Jesus mean by “the mystery of God’s kingdom™?

8. How do Isaiah’s words in v. 12 shape Jesus’ explanation of parables?

9. Why might Jesus choose to reveal truth in indirect, symbolic ways?

Theological Prompt: Divine revelation requires trust. Only those who follow Jesus with open hearts
can perceive the true nature of God’s kingdom.

Practical Application: Reflect on places where you need to trust God’s revelation rather than insist
on your own expectations.

Prayer Prompt: Ask God to deepen your faith so that you may understand his word more cleatly.
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Thursday — The Interpretation Begins (Mark 4:13-17)

Jesus describes the seed as the word of God and the soils as different types of hearers. Some hear
but the word never takes root. Others accept it with joy, but their commitment is superficial. When
adversity or opposition arises, they turn away. This reflects the varied responses to Jesus’ ministry in

real time: enthusiasm without depth cannot last. Fruitfulness depends on being firmly rooted.

10. Why does Jesus call this the key to understanding all parables?

11. What does the rocky soil reveal about the dangers of shallow discipleship?

12. How might trouble or hostility expose the quality of one’s roots?

Theological Prompt: The kingdom’s growth demands depth. Genuine faith is proven not by initial
excitement but by perseverance.

Practical Application: Examine where your discipleship may lack deep root—especially in times of
pressure or discouragement.

Prayer Prompt: Pray for a resilient faith that endures hardship and remains grounded in Jesus’ word.
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Friday — Fruitfulness and the Kingdom (Mark 4:18-20)

The thorns symbolize competing commitments—worties, wealth, and desires—that suffocate the
word and make it unproductive. Jesus offers a serious warning: not all unfruitfulness results from
rejection or persecution. Often, it stems from distraction. However, the good soil reveals what God
intends: an abundant harvest that exceeds natural expectations. The kingdom may start quietly, but

its fruit is remarkable.

13. How do “the wortries of the present age” and “the deceit of riches” choke the word?

14. What does fruitfulness look like in the life of a disciple?

15. How does the promise of a thirty-, sixty-, or hundredfold harvest encourage you in your
walk with Christ?

Theological Prompt: God’s word is powerful and effective, producing supernatural fruit wherever it

is welcomed without rivalry or resistance.

Practical Application: Recognize one “thorn” that distracts you from full devotion to Christ, and

think of a specific step to overcome it.

Prayer Prompt: Ask God to make you good soil—open, receptive, and fruitful for his kingdom.



